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CIVIL DISTURBANCE RESPONSE EXERCISE A SUCCESS

Pretending to be a faction of the fictitious People’s Animal Liberation Movement, Putnam County Civil Air Patrol members carried protest signs and chanted “Animal slavery is abuse; entertainment is no excuse,” in a mock protest at Thayer Gate Thursday. Calling for the release of the Army mules, the protestors served to test the civil disturbance response effectiveness of West Point’s emergency services.

Military Police and Thayer Gate security personnel from the Directorate of Emergency Services contained the “agitators” stirred up by DPTMS’s Joe Colombo, while West Point Fire Department and Keller Army Community Hospital professionals reinforced the incident scene with fire suppression, rescue, and emergency medical treatment services. Military police personnel practiced securing the scene and apprehending and processing trespassers; the Quick Reaction Force was deployed to thwart a large-scale intrusion; and a KACH ambulance was dispatched to the scene to treat a protestor feigning a heart attack. The exercise was judged by The News of the Highlands editor emeritus Fred Brennan as “very realistic.” “The security forces are clearly well-trained and disciplined in handling the protestors” said one observer. “I don’t know that I could have been that composed in such a situation.” 
West Point emergency responders worked on the exercise in partnership with the New York State Emergency Management Office, the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, and the Highland Falls Police Department. As part of the performance objectives, an Incident Command Post established near the scene and the West Point Emergency Operations Center in Building 621 were activated and assessed on their ability to maintain command, control, and communications throughout the crisis.  

The readiness exercise—as part of West Point’s continuing emergency preparedness efforts—proved to be a valuable learning tool and an excellent training experience for all involved. At the after-action review all the participating organizations appeared satisfied with the scope of the exercise and its outcomes. Gene Lucchese, a New York State Emergency Management Office official who served as an evaluator, noted, “This training exercise was a great way to determine what works and what doesn’t work so when an actual protest does occur, West Point will be prepared, and the response will be effective.”

