Force Protection Message for Spring Break 2009

Spring Break is just around the corner.  If you plan on getting away for a much deserved break keep in mind that situational awareness is paramount.  The following precautions will help you in the planning and enjoyment of a safe adventure and help ensure you do not become a Spring Break victim. Remember, if you see something, say something!  

Travel Safety
· All West Point personnel traveling OCONUS, please contact the West Point Installation Security Office, Mr. John Cronin at 938-2971, for guidance on all pre-travel requirements and to receive an Area of Responsibility (AOR) brief IAW Army Regulation 525-13, Antiterrorism.  For additional precautions, check out the State Department website for country-specific and up-to-date travel information at http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html”
The following measures can be used with certain obvious changes in other mass transit systems such as trains, ships and buses:
· Travel with a reputable travel agency.  If you don’t know anything about the travel agency call the State Consumer Protection Division to find out if there are any complaints against the agency.

· Avoid unnecessary delays in unsecure areas of the airport (ticket counters).  If possible, also get your seat selection and boarding pass from the agency.  

· Plan your arrival at the airport to allow quick movement through the processing lines.  Once at the airport, spend as little time as possible in unsecure areas.  Check your luggage in at the curb, if possible, and move through the security checkpoint right away.

· If you cannot avoid a long layover, wait in the secure area (lounge or restaurant). Avoid vulnerable areas such as ticket counters and gift shops outside the secure area.

· When you arrive at your destination, observe the baggage claim area from a distance and wait for the crowd to thin out before claiming your luggage.  Never leave your baggage unattended at the airport.
· If you use a rental vehicle, do not leave anything of value in plain view.  Lock it in the trunk or store it in your hotel room.  Thieves target rental vehicles.

Upon arrival at your destination:

· When checking into a hotel, avoid street-level rooms because they are easily accessible to illegal entry, bomb attack, and drive-by shootings.  Conversely, do not accept a room above the tenth floor.  Many fire-fighting teams do not have ladders that will reach above the tenth floor.

· Know the location of emergency exits. 

· When you are out of your room, leave the lights and radio or TV on- make it appear that someone is in the room. Keep your room key with you. When in the room sleep away from the window, keep your door locked at all times and use the security chain.

· Don’t carry all of your credit or bank cards in your wallet or purse.  Carry the minimum amount of cash that you will need.  Traveler’s checks are your best bet when on vacation.  Make sure you keep your purse or backpack between your feet when sitting down at a restaurant or café, never leave them hanging over the back of a chair.  Lock all valuables, including passports when not in use in your hotel safe. 
· If the hotel employs security guards, familiarize yourself with their uniforms and equipment.  Also know the proper procedures for obtaining their services.

· Ensure you know and write down the emergency numbers for the police department at your respective destination.

· If you are traveling abroad, keep your passport in a secure location at all times. 

· Always, always use the buddy system.  There is safety in numbers and it is best to do things as a group.

· Ensure that someone at home has all the information about your trip including hotel phone numbers, the members of your trip, your flight plans (if any) and times you should arrive to your destination and return from your vacation.  Call in when you reach your destination and make periodic checks during your stay.

· Keep any beverages with you and in your site at all times.

· Do not drink and drive, ever. You know better. 

Take the time to visit the Antiterrorism Level I training site at https://atlevel1.dtic.mil/at/ before your trip to reacquaint yourself with the training.  
Having fun during your Spring Break vacation should always be top priority.  By following these tips and revisiting the AT Level I training site will help ensure that you return safely with memories to share with your friends. 

