Weathering Winter 
By Christopher Hennen, DPTMS Emergency Plans Specialist
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The West Point community already experienced a taste of winter weather in October, testing the installation’s winter preparedness. Use the tips in this article to ready yourself for winter. 
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If you’re a fan of cold and snowy winters, this could be the year for you. 
The Farmer’s Almanac is forecasting “a season of unusually cold and stormy weather.” While the National Weather Service does not expect a repeat performance of last year’s winter storms, several forecasting models are “currently showing a particularly harsh winter for many parts of the U.S.” 
It might be too soon to predict what will happen this winter, but one thing’s for sure: winter weather has arrived. By preparing yourself—and your loved ones—you may enjoy (or at least endure) winter with a greater sense of comfort and safety.   
So, what can you do to get ready for the challenges of the upcoming season? Here are a few tips:
• Before winter arrives, have your car tuned up—check the level of oil, antifreeze and washer fluid; and ensure the battery, windshield wipers, tires and brakes are in good shape;
• Keep emergency gear—cell phone; flashlight; jumper cables; sand or kitty litter (for traction); ice scraper and small shovel; blankets and warning devices (such as flares or reflectors)—in your car for everyday trips;
• Use only safe sources of alternative heat, such as a fireplace, small, well-vented wood or pellet stove, or portable space heaters. Never use your stove to heat your residence; 
• Have a fire extinguisher and smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in your home. Check them regularly to ensure they are working properly; 
• Prepare a winter storm plan that will enable you and your family to survive for up to 72 hours without outside assistance;
• Be aware of the snow policies for West Point, daycare providers and our on- and off-post schools;
• Ensure your pets have access to warmth, food and unfrozen water;
• During periods of inclement weather, the West Point website (www.usma.edu) and the 938-7000 Hotline will provide helpful information on road conditions and closures; 
• Subscribe to NY-ALERT, New York State’s all-hazards alert and notification system (www.nyalert.gov) to receive emergency information;
• Visit the National Weather Service Winter Weather Safety and Awareness website (www.weather.gov/om/winter/index.shtml) and the Ready West Point website (www.usma.edu/Garrison/sites/directorates/dptms/cepip/) for winter weather safety information.
For those of us living in the Northeast, winter weather is an unavoidable part of our lives. While most of the time these weather elements are only a nuisance to our daily routines, they can produce hazardous or life-threatening situations for those who are not prepared or do not take the proper precautions. This winter, be prepared, stay informed and enjoy the season. 
West Point Weather Line: 938-7000
West Point website: http://cgi.usma.edu/WeatherConditions/
Radio stations to check for closings:
AM            
WFAS 930
WBNR 1260   
WEOK 1390
WLNA 1420
FM
WSPK 104.7
WHUD 100.7
WPDH 101.5 
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