West Point Troop 186 supported Emergency Preparedness venture
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Girls Scouts from West Point Troop 186 placed Emergency Preparedness Awareness information bags on more than 800 doors at West Point in April. 
Photo by Diana Ringquist 

In April, West Point residents received a bag of important information on their front doors. The U.S. Army Garrison Emergency Management office received support from the West Point Girl Scouts to distribute more than 800 Emergency Preparedness Awareness information bags to the Families on West Point. 

Susan Foley, USAG-Directorate of Planning, Training, Mobilization and Security operations assistant, contacted the leaders of West Point Girl Scout Troop 186 and worked out the annual event with precision. 

To make this project a success, Foley solicited the support of the American Red Cross and New York State Emergency Management Office to provide emergency management information to put into the bags. 

"These outside partners continuous support to our emergency management program is immeasurable," Foley said. 

The Girls Scouts, ranging from Daisy (K-1st Grade) through Senior (9th - 10th grade), worked together to assemble and then deliver the bags. In less than two weeks, the residents of West Point received their bags from teams of girls who were supervised by parents and troop leaders. 

Delta Christiansen, Registrar and Troop 186 co-leader, said, "I cannot tell you the pride my three co-leaders and I have for the girls in our troop. They seek opportunities for service projects and are excited to work on them, especially when they can work with troop members from other age levels.

"Having lost many leaders and the entire leadership team last summer, the Girl Scouts readily accepted the opportunity to assist the USAG-DPTMS Installation Emergency Management Office in their efforts to inform and educate residents of West Point in Emergency Preparedness and Awareness," Christiansen added. 

Diana Ringquist, VCC for Girl Scouts and co-leader of Troop 186, also noted that the project was well received. 

"The girls were honored with the opportunity to promote and support the Emergency Preparedness Initiatives on West Point, and we look forward to working with West Point Emergency Management personnel in the future," Ringquist said. "Girl Scouts at West Point are always willing and eager to help where needed. Our girls are very aware of the importance of working with others to improve our community, our nation and our world. It is a lesson that they will carry with them into their adult lives."
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