West Point informs community on emergency preparedness
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood, Staff Writer
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Joe Senger, Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security, hands out awareness material to participants Sept. 25 at the 4th annual Emergency Preparedness Fair. 
Kathy Eastwood/PV 


The Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security hosted the 4th annual Emergency Preparedness Fair Sept. 25 at the Post Exchange parking lot to inform community members what they can do to prepare for emergencies.
Many people think of extreme disasters when thinking about emergency planning, but other types of emergencies happen as well. The two-foot snow storm last February is one sort of emergency as people waited for days to have electricity, something everyone takes for granted. 
The Emergency Preparedness Fair helps community members to make a kit, have a plan and be informed.
“We invite people to participate in the fair, (such as the Orange County Department of Emergency Management) and local banks,” Susan Foley, operations assistant at DPTMS, said. 
“People forget that in an emergency, you need cash. Pets also need to be taken care of. By coming to the fair, people can start on their emergency kits by buying batteries for flashlights and radios to keep informed.”
Children seemed interested in the different aspects of the fair dealing with emergency preparedness. They went through the New York State Department of Fire Prevention’s fire house to learn how to escape a fire when a building is filled with smoke.
“Children seem to be more interested in emergency preparedness and are knowledgeable,” Foley said. “I’ve asked them questions and they are quick to give me the right answers. And they teach their parents.”
Foley said planning for the fair begins nearly a year out with inviting different agencies, such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency and local community agencies including first responders such as the military and community police agencies.
“We had a lot of volunteers help with this year’s event,” Foley said. “The West Point Girl Scout Troop 183 blew up balloons and stuffed bags (with brochures and other informative literature). They helped last year by assembling bags and delivering them on door steps of community members.”
Emergency situations can happen at any time and it’s important that everyone be aware of what to do, how to build an emergency kit and have a plan of action and communication. For more information on emergency preparedness, visit www.usma.edu/garrison/sites/directorates/dptms/cepip/.
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