DPTMS provides crime prevention and safety tips

By Joe Senger Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security

The holiday season gives us the opportunity to spend time with Family and friends, reflect on the past year and look forward to future opportunities.

As always, situational awareness is paramount and we encourage everyone to remain observant and aware of your surroundings regardless of where your travels may take you.

To help ensure that we all enjoy a safe and crime-free holiday season, take time to incorporate the following tips into your busy schedules and share them with Family and friends:

• Coordinate shopping trips with a friend or Family member––there is safety in numbers;

• Park in a well-lit space and be sure to lock the car, close the windows and hide shopping bags and gifts in the trunk. Have your keys out and ready before you get to your car. As you approach your vehicle, scan the area, glance underneath the car and take a quick look inside before entering;

• Return to the mall or store for assistance if you spot suspicious activity near your vehicle. If someone approaches, and you feel threatened, get in the car and lock up until they leave the area. If they loiter, drive away;

• As you shop, be alert in crowded places. Among pickpockets’ favorite spots are revolving doors, jammed aisles, elevators and public transportation stops and vehicles, especially at rush hour;

• Be extra careful with purses and wallets. Carry your purse under your arm. Keep wallets in an inside pocket. Men should carry their wallet in their front pocket;

• Thieves often target food courts. Don’t leave handbags or gifts unattended. Women, do not hang your purse across a chair––keep it between your feet while seated;

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay for purchases with checks or credit/debit cards;

• Be aware of where your purse is when you go to restaurants or hotel lounges. Thieves prey on purses hung over the back of a chair or left on the floor;

• If you’re using an ATM, choose an active location during daylight hours or one inside a mall. Don’t waste time. Have your card ready, complete your transaction and leave as soon as possible. Don’t flash cash around and withdraw only the amount of cash you need. Installation specific measures:

• Before going on leave, take the time to institute a “clean desk” and “clean work space.” This will ensure that anything out of place upon your return is easy to spot. When you return to work, take a minute to survey your workplace and determine if everything is the way you left it. If not, say something;

• Ensure that all papers, correspondence, digital media or other documents are properly stored or shredded in  accordance with your office SOP. For information on OPSEC procedures, contact the West Point Installation Security Office at 938-2717;

• Remove all passwords from under your keyboards or desk calendar––this is an OPSEC issue that should be practiced daily;

• Remove rosters, manning boards or out-of-office signs on doors during leave time. This includes the dry erase boards

annotating leave dates that are popular in offices, especially those that are posted in public areas where they are visible to visitors and delivery people and others that do not have a need to know;

• Inspect and secure all unused rooms or storage areas. Lock all external windows that may also provide access. Upon your return, check these areas again to ensure that nothing is out of place;

• Ensure that you log off your computer and take your CAC card with you. 

While this is not an all inclusive list, these are a few measures to remember as you prepare for a much deserved holiday break. Developing personal habits and practices, like those noted above, can frustrate criminals and also go hand-in-hand with combating terrorism.

Incorporating these measures along with the Level I Antiterrorism Awareness training measures will help effectively reduce the criminal’s advantage. Also, as a standard procedure, remember to report suspicious persons, vehicles and crimes promptly to the local law enforcement agency.

For additional information or assistance, feel free to contact DPTMS at 938-8859 or 938-3650.
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